A N 


ORATI O N, 


DELIVERED at MANCHESTER, * 


ON THE 17th DAY OF AUGUST, 1795: 


mt COMMEXNORATION or 5 ? 


Bennington Battle, 


FOUGHT ON THE 16th DAY OF AUGUST, 32777- 


& * 


2 cs 


Br TIMOTHY TODD. /_ 
— * 6 a 
— — 
?-: | 
PRINTED BY J. KIRKALDIE, * 
ron S. WIIIAXS, & Co. 
cr. 


** 


= 
% 


/ 


Ad vertiſement. | 


T rr following little piece (which 


is in ſome degree local) was not written with 
a view for publication,—As it has been re- 
ported abroad, that it was delivered on the 


ſubject of- the late Treaty with Britain at 
the requeſt of a reſpectable circle of Friends, 
a Copy is given them for publication, that 
the Public may judge on what & 18 that 
report was founded. 
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Reſpected Fellow - Citizens! 


O take a retroſpective view of ſuch events 


as have contributed to the happineſs of our 


dear country; to trace the deeds of ſuch wor- 
thies who have acted a conſpicuous part in 


ber welfare, and to eye the hand of Provi- 
dence which has conducted her to ſafety, may 
not only be an uſeful, but a pleaſing theme. 
* The American Revolution is a. ſtory which 
has often been told,” a circumſtance which 
affects the fartheſt clime. The American co- 
lonies, when new in ſettlements, weak in num- 


bers, and feeble in reſoure@ſWſaw a ſyſtem 


formed to enſlave ha by the mother- country. 
Hence aroſe the iniquitous ſtamp- duty. Our 
countrymen petitioned and remonſtrated, and 
heaven raiſed powerful friends for them in the 
Britiſh court. The act was conſequently re- 
pealed. Many of us can well remember the 
joy which pervaded America on that day. It 
was then hoped that mutual confidence might 
once more be reſtored between the two coun- 

3 | . 


= 
- op oa. 5 2 
N * ts) Os. 
wy. 


. 


—— porters of her country's 


, 


—6—1 


ties. But foon, alas! it was found, that the 
ſame wicked policy was purſued in the Britiſh 
cabinet. Their parliament declared “ they 
had a right to make laws, binding the Ame- 
ricans in all caſes whatſoever.” To enforce this 
declaration, they attempted to raiſe a revenue 
from us without our conſent; and, to evade 
our non-importation agreement, their mer- 
chandiſe was forced into our ports; ſome part 
of which was deſtroyed by our enraged citi- 
zens: The remainder. was ſent back in the 


ame veſſels which brought it. 5 


Frs and armies were ſent out to enforce 


the acts of that parliament, which was not 


compoſed of a fingle American, The ftrength 
of Britain was drawn forth; the bands of 
Germany, and the ſavages of the wilderneſs, 
were hired to deſtroy us. With the firmneſs 
of age, and the determination of manh 
America reſiſted. She made her great appe 
to heaven for the juſtice of her cauſe with the 
ſpirit of cathufiaſm ! Her young men became 
oldiers, and Ian old men; councillors and ſup» 
To the admi- 
ration of the world, ſhe withſtood her enemies 
through an eight years' bloody war, which 
happily terminated in peace. 


PosTERITY will hardly believe, and we our- A 


ſelves maſt be aſtoniſhed, on a review, to find 
the country, like Carthage in the third Punic 
war, was able to create W 
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and every eſſential for defence; that a ſpirit 
of military diſcipline pervaded all ranks; and 
even childrens' amuſement was the uſe of 
arms; that armies could be raifed, and kept 
in the field through the medium of a preca- 


rious paper - currency, iſſued from a congreſs 
who had no power to enforce its redemption. 


Suck, however, has been the event. The 
circumſtances are freſh in many of our minds. 
The inhabitants of this part of the country 
were, previous to the war, intereſtedly con- 
nected together like a common family. Their 
activity and zeal had been frequently called 
up to ſecure their property from the hands of 
oppreſſion—the land-jobbers of New-York. 


GREATER ſcenes now open, and greater 
diſtreſſes enſue. This being a frontier part 
of the country, diſowned and unprotected, 


had many things to fear. The anniverfary of 


Auguſt 16th, 1977, will bring into view cir- 
cumſtances which painfully wring, and ſooth. 
ingly pleaſe the ſoul. A potent army from 
Canada made their advances towards our lines. 
An imperious proclamation uſhered in their 
march. Our northern garriſons, panic-ſtruck, 
deferred their poſts, evacuated their forts, and 
left their ſtores behind. Their march into the 
country was more like a flight than a regulac 


retreat. | We mean not, however, to caſt an 


odium on that army; they were under the 
command of officers who might poflibly be 
| juſti- 
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juſtified ]. Like an inundation the foe ad- 
vanced, ſweeping all before them. A flight 
was deemed neceſſary for the inhabitants—A 
dreadful flight it was: Our roads were filled 
with diſtrefſed parents and little children: 


Behind were left their houſes, devoted to the 


flames: Thoſe fields which they had latel 
received rude from the hand of nature, an 
which began to bloſſom like the roſe, their 


golden harveſts waving to the wind, and ma- 


ny other precious effects. 


DisTrEssEs like theſe, one might think, 
would be ſufficient to damp their enterpriſes, 
and drive even hope from their boſoms. But 
diſtreſs ennobles great minds; and diſtreſs 
fired the ſons of Vermont to adventurous 


deeds. No ſooner were the women and little 


ones ſecured, but they rallied to a point. 


Ax expedition was put in force againſt 
Bennington by the Britiſh. A diviſion of their 
army arrives in the vicinity. The iohabit- 
ants of this State, with the aſſiſtance of their 
New-England brethren, attacked them in their 
entrenchments, and, after a bloody conflict, 
obtained a victory. A reinforcement, how- 
ever, arrives trom the Britiſh: A ſecond en- 
gagement becomes neceſſary; and a victory 
on the part of the Americans is rendered 
complete. | 


Let us figure to ourſelves the fears and 
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the hopes of that day: On the north and welt, 
an army of veteran ſoldiers, with their artille- 
ry, pouring upon us. In our foreſts, the ſa- 
vages of the wilderneſs were prowling. and 
thirſting for blood. The bands of Britain and 
Germany, with favage tribes, in the morning 
of that day, ſtand terribly arrayed againſt us. 
In the evening, ſee them on their flight ! Be- 
hold them ins our priſons, and fee _ wal: 
lowingin ths duſt: oo 
vt 74 | 
24 BY thi! l ahe — of Bur- 
gayne's haughty army was checked, and 
drooping ſpirits af our countrymen were 1nvi- 
nis (victory occaſtoned a greater. 
— she proud army from the north is inveſt- 
— by Americans. In vain they 
o force the march back to Canada: 
They pile their arms, and become e 
of war! >qI93 m » ab >6 
$19 4211 . iq. 22 | 
- Exon | this: ent our nee was 3 
with France, nnd from that our independence 
was ſecured.'!; And Hall not we, who partake 
of the biefſings ibis day, ſhalt not we rejoice 
aud beglad. Out joy will, however, be tem- 
pered »jth;buimilicy, Shall not thoſe living 
worthies, who'do ſucce ſafully put their lives 
a hands to-pehcure water to cheriſh the 
ri ttee: of liberty, which was parching and 
Aying, be eſteemed, and thoſe who fell be re- 
membered; nor ſhall we forget thein ſurvix- 
zug children. Qua hearts will * 
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T HESE events laid the Wan detto dur the 
honourable peace which enſued, and which 


we have enjbyed for more than twelve years: 


In which time the independence of this State 
has been acknowledged, and the claims of 
New-York have been relinquiſhed. It is true, 
a gloomy cloud hung over our country for 
ſeveral years after the war. Powerful factions 
aud malcontents aſſembled in arms in one 
ſtate; another drew a heavy revenue from us, 
and enriched her own treaſury: While anar- 
eltiy threatened to take the reins of govern- 


ment throughout the whole, — 
Nr ſtalked e 111 I: 


2 yartl 


Unvzx theſe — 8 — the 


guardian angel of our country inſpired her ci- 
tiꝛdus with the idea of a conſolidated govern- 


ment, and an union oſ intereſts A conſtitu- 
tion was framed. binding at this inſtant on 


more than four milliens of ſoula. By this g- 


vernment, the lib et liverties, and 
d, and e- 


vils guarded aynintly Under this government | 


we now live; and who dees not feel ita 
effects — Arts cand ſciences, tillage and hi 
bandry, manufactures and commerce, flouriſh 
ina manner before unknown. Never before 
did the produce of markets ſo fully ſatisfy the 
expectation of the farmer: Out ſhips viſit e- 


very 
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very ſhore. At this moment the Anfterican 


flag is waving in the four quarters of the globe 
—not hoſtilely diſplayed, but a ſtandard of 


- In Europe, behold embattled legions ſhed- 
ding the blood of thouſands, and laying waſte 
whole provinces! In America, ſee each one 

ceably following his own calling, and grow- I 
ing rich by his induſtry. In haughty Britain, — ol 
ſee her citizens baniſhed to Botany-Bay, with 
convicts and felons, becauſe they dare to ſpeak 
their ſentiments. See her manufaQures lan- 
guiſhing, her poor ſtarving, her rich wallow- 
ing in luxury, and, by appreſſion, compelling 
her young men to become ſailors and ſoldiers 
in her fleets and armies, to carry on a cruſade 
againſt liberty. Imperious Britain ! thy haugh- 
tineſs, pride, cruelty, oppreſſion, and injuſ- 
tice, will lay thee low; convulfions will ſhake 
thee, and thy day of anguiſh muſt come !— 
View France! See a nation ſtruggling to be 
free, Can any perſon among us ceaſe to wiſh 
them ſucceſs No their cauſe is juſt, and 1 
muſt prevail. And, would to heaven, that c ĩ%05Üé2- 
internal police was conducted with that cool- 
neſs, wiſdom, juſtice, and moderation, which . 

cauſe demands Has that been the caſe ? 
Why. then does anarchy, the worſt of all ty- 
rannies, pervade her councils? Why have 
ſuch torrents of blood been ſtreaming on the 
ſcaffolds ? From whence ariſe her Marats, her 
Dantons, and her Roberſpierres? who are 

idolized 
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idolized one day, and the next execrated— 
Why is, the amiable La Fayette driven from 
her boſom, ard immured in a dungeon ? Un- 
pad, ne Fayette! Could thine adopted Ame- 
rican brethren receive thee on their ſhores, thy 
liberty aud freedom would be ſecure ! 


America, by taking a view of Britain in 
her preſent ſituation, will be led to faithfully 
guard her rights, as declared by her great 
charter. She will ever oppoſe a monarchy or 
ariſtocracyfrom having a place in her government 
ker freemen will ſec, that her elections are 
and unbiaſſed ;—that her laws alone go- 
vern, and that thoſe who are appointed to ex- 
ecute the ſame, are faithful to theit truſt.— 
From France, ſhe will learn moderation—ſhe 
will ſee the turpitude of the human heart 
when unreſtrained, and the cruelty and ſan- 
guinary effects of anarchy—And from the bel- 
ligerent powers of Europe, as well as from hec 


own experience, ſhe will ſee the dreadful evils | 


and effects of war, and ſtrive to checiſh peace. 
Her freemen will place confidence in thoſe 
whom they elect to office, and not judge pre- 
maturely on their doings, without confidering 


the neceſſity of their meaſures — Her youth 


will be educated in the principles of liberty, 
in the nature and end of government ; in the 
paths of ſobriety and induſtry, they will che- 
riſh their common country. TY 


To conclude, may happineſs be diffuſed o- 
ver 


|. 
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ver this extenſive empire ;—may peace, Über- 


ty, and ſafety be her's, to the end of time 


« May ſhe ſupport her government, educate 
her children, and reverence her religion and- 
her God.” . 


&* Awake Columbia Daughter of the flies, 

« "Awake ta glory, and to greatneſs riſe ! 

&« Ariſe and ſpread thy virgin charms 

% Thou laſt, thou faireſt offepring of a God; 

«© Extend thy view where future bleſſings lie, 

And ope new proſpedts for th enraptur'd eye 

See a new ara on this globe begun, 

© And circling years in brighter orbits run“ 

« See the fair dawn of univerſal peace, 

en hell-born p1scorD through the world 
ſhall ceaſe * 
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